
Distillation  

 

Distillation Method of Emergency Water Purification 

 

Distillation involves boiling water and then collecting the vapor that condenses 

back to water. The condensed vapor will not include salt and other impurities. To 

distill, fill a pot halfway with water. Tie a cup to the handle on the pot's lid so that 

the cup will hang right side up when the lid is upside down (make sure the cup is 

not dangling into the water) and boil the water for 20 minutes. The water that 

drips from the lid into the cup is distilled. 

 

Adapted from the FEMA library: "Emergency Food and Water Supplies" 
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